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William Newlandof Sandwich 
A Short Biographical Profile 
of kith and kin 


William Newland married Rose Holloway on May 19, 1648. On April 16, 1649, Mary Newland was born to 
William and Rose, which would mean that Mary was conceived around the time of William and Rose's marriage 
day, considering a normal gestation period (n.b. a first child is often born later than the ninth month, even 
sometimes bordering on the tenth). We know from the records that Newland also had another daughter, but there 
is no mention of a name or birthdate in the records. The records do mention a John Newland, of Sandwich, who 
was contemporary with William and was possibly a brother or other "close" relation. The same is possibly true 
for Jeremiah Newland, but the evidence does not seem as strong because Jeremiah is from Taunton. 


What to do, What to do 


The records suggest that Newland's occupation dealt with livestock (cattle and swine), although there is no real 
support for a strong assertion. We do know that Newland was licensed by the Court, to "draw" (or sell) wine to 
travelers in Sandwich, although this seems to be a secondary business which was conditional to consumer 
demand. There is only one mention of Newland acquiring land, and this is six acres at a meadow between 
Moonoonuscusett and Shaume. 


"as Quakers or such as are manifest encorragers of such... they shall loose their freedom of this 
corporation" 


The records show that Newland was admitted as a freeman in 1641. However, on October 6, 1659, Newland was 
disenfranchised for abetting and entertaining Quakers, contrary to the orders of the Court. The story is as 
follows: 


In the earlier records (1941-1955), Newland seems to have been a fairly civic-minded fellow, as he served his 
share of public duties. These include serving as a jury member, as a surveyor for the highways around Sandwich, 
as a lieutenant to train men in arms, as a deputy, and most repeatedly, as a committee member for the town of 
Sandwich. 


After 1955, there is only one mention of Newland serving in a public capacity (as a surveyor for the highways). 
It is remarkable that such a steady, early public service career would all but come to a stop over the remaining 
years of his life. There seems to be an explanation for this abruptness, though, and it centers around the events 
contained in the following record of October 6, 1657: 


William Newland, for causing or incurraging Tho: Burgis to lett Christopher Holder, one of those 
called Quakers, to take a coppy of the Gounors warrant, which said warrant required the said holder 
and his ptener to appeer att Plymouth, and for promising to stand betwixt the said Burgis and any 
damage that should befall him in the abouesaid respect, and for calling of diuers psons together to 
his house to the said Quakers, was centanced by the Court to find surties for his good behauiour. . . 
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which the said William Newland refused to doe, where comited to the custitie of the cheife 
marshall. 


It is apparent that Newland was a Quaker, or at the very least a Quaker sympathizer, as he was more than once 
fined for entertaining Quakers in his home or for attending their meetings. It is also apparent that Newland was 
steadfast in his beliefs about the Quaker religion, as evidence shows that he was willing to undergo prosecution 
by the law to further the Quaker cause. Jailed in October of 1657 for an incident involving the support of 
Quakers, Newland was not released until March of 1658. 


Newland's original encounter with the cheif marshall, George Barlow, began an ugly string of interactions 
between the two, in which they seemed to be constantly "at each other's throats" (it seems the only proper term). 
The episode involving Barlow's arrest of Newland (above) brought Newland's daughters into the picture, as a 
record shows "theire abuseing of the marshall, Barlow, in the execution of his office". Apparently, his daughters 
were distraught over their father being placed in jail. Later, Newland made charges against Barlow for disrupting 
his home, which Barlow countered with his own suit against Newland for defamation. It seems particularly hard 
to say who was acting in an underhand manner. The Court supported Barlow in the above matters, but given that 
the Court was also the author of the records through which our historical ethnography is evolving, it might be 
possible that Newland's troubles could have been the result of the Court's retribution for his helping of the 
Quakers. In any case, we can certainly say that after 1657, there was certainly bad blood between Newland and 
the Law/government. 


The Quaker belief seems to run wide throughout the Newland family. His wife, Rose, was fined alongside 
William, as was John Newland and his wife. The Quaker religion also affected other family groups in the 
Sandwich community. Given that Newland's name is mentioned alongside the Ralph Allin, Snr.and Richard 
Kerby, Snr.. families in reference to their Quaker "offenses", and that he was disenfranchised with Henry 
Howland for his part in Quakerism, it is probably safe to say that these four groups (Newlands, Allins, Kerbys, 
and Howlands) formed the infrastructure of the Quaker society within Sandwich. 


Among other things 


William Newland brought suits against people three times, and in turn, was sued three times. As mentioned 
above, George Barlow was a central figure in some of these suits. An interesting passage in the records tells of 
Newland testifying against Barlow that the chief marshal threatened Benjamin Nye's daughter with bodily harm 
if Nye did not act as witness against the Quakers [that if he did not help, "hee should not haue his daughter to 
wife"]. Nye denied this occurrence, and later brought suit against Newland for defamation. 


Newland had at least one servant, John Baddo, who tried to steal a horse and run away from Newland. He was 
caught and publicly whipped. 


There is no record of William Newland's death or of his last will and testament. 
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William Newland, of Sandwich 
1640-1675 

1640 16 April 1640 Records 1:149 
The Court granted William Newland 6 acres of land in the meadow between Moonoonuscusett and Shaume. 
1641 / June 1641 Records 2:15 William Newland took the oath of fidelity. 
Records 2:17 
At the same Court, Newland is listed in The Grand Enquest, and was "propounded to be admitted freemen the 
next Court". Although no specific date is given, Newland is named as being a Grand jurymen of Sandwich in 
1941 (see Pierce's Colonial Lists (19)). 
Records 7:19-20 
Newland complained against Thomas Applegate, "in an action of trespasse vpon the case" and asked for 
damages of 20 pounds. The jury found for Newland, but only granted him 8 pounds damage and the cost of the 
suit. Newland is also listed as a member of the jury in the case of the Court v. George Bower. 
Records 2:18 
"Richard Burne vndertook & promised to make good & pay al such damage as might happen if Thomas 
Applegate should by bringing the suite about againe recouer any thinge against William Newland, who this 
Court hath recoued against the said Applegate viijli damage, and the charges of the suite." See above record. 


6 September 1641 Records 7:23 


Thomas Applegate complained against William Newland, "in an action of trespas for detayneing certaine 
swyne". The jury found for Newland and made Applegate pay the charges of the suit. 


7 September 1641 Records 2:23 

William Newland admitted as a freeman and sworn. 

Records 2:24 

Also at the Court, George Allen and Edward Dillingham are nominated to "apprize the swyne William Newland 
hath in execucon of Thomas Applegate" so that Applegate may pay Newland. Probably refers to the suit of 
September 6, 1641 above. 


1642 7 June 1642 Records 2:40 
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Newland is listed as a member of the committee of Sandwich, along with Richard Bourne, Thomas Burges, and 
Georg Allen. This marks the first reference in the court records concerning his town membership. 


1643 In an undated list of 1643, Newland is listed as a male able to bear arms, ranging between the ages of 16 
and 60 years. In another list of the same year, he is listed as a freemen of Sandwich. 


2 May 1643 Records 2:55 


Newland v. William Thomas 


[Thomas] vndertooke to pay for the towne of Marshfield". Evidently, Thomas preferred to make this payment in 
the form of a cow given to Thomas Shillingsworth, for "the said Wm Newlands use". Members of the Court 
were called to appraise the cow so that it could be fairly exchanged between Thomas and Shillingsworth. 


6 June 1643 Records 2:57 
Newland is listed as a member of the committee of Sandwich, along with Henry Feake. 
29 August 1643 Records 2:60 


Concerning the case of Newland v. William Thomas, the Court ordered, "by the consent of both parties", that a 
cow belonging to Thomas, "now in the hands of Christopher Waddesworth, of Duxburrow" be delivered, after 
appraisal, to Thomas Shillingsworth; and if the cow comes to more than the debt between Thomas and Newland, 
then Shillingsworth should make up the difference. This record seems only to reiterate the above record of May 
2, 1643, only with more elaboration. It also hints at a certain exasperation on the part of the Court, as displayed 
in the nature of the language of the Court, i.e. the case is "to be fynally decided and ended". Newland is also 
listed as a member of the committee of Sandwich, along with Henry Feake. 


10 October 1643 Records 2:63 

Newland is listed as a member of the committee of Sandwich, along with Edward Dillingham. 
1644 5 March 1643/1644 Records 2:68 

Newland is listed as a "sworne" member of "The Grand Inquest". 

5 June 1644 Records 2:73 

William Newland is licensed to "draw wine at Sandwich". 

20 August 1644 Records 2:75 


The Court apparently made an addendum to its licensing of Newland to sell wine, given that Robert Boatfish is 
licensed to draw wine, and when he is without wine, Newland may sell "to psons for their neede". 


1645 3 March 1645 Records 2:94 
Newland is listed as a committee member for the town of Sandwich, along with James Skiff. 
4 June 1645 Records 2:88 


The Court gave permission to Newland to "trayne the townesmen of Sandwich in armes, if the townesmen shall 
choose him". 


1646 7 July 1646 Records 2:104 


http://www. histarch. illinois.edu/plymouth/NEWLAND2.htm 2/6 


2/21/2019 William Newland, of Sandwich, 1640-1675 


Newland is listed as a committee member for the town of Sandwich, along with Edmond Freeman. 
1647 J June 1647 Records 2:117 


Newland is listed as a committee member for the town of Sandwich, along with Thomas Tupper. Also at this 
Court, Newland is approved as lieutenant for the town of Sandwich, so that he may exercise the men in arms. 


4 December 1647 Plymouth Colony Records: Will & Inventories 1:149 

Along with Edward Dillingham, Newland took then inventory of Josepth Holiway. 
1648 26 February 1647/1648 Records 12:211 

Newland appeared as a part of a committee that purchased Sandwich from 


Edmond Freeman for the sum of seventeen pounds. Freeman had purchased the land from governor William 
Bradford on January 24, 1647/1648 for 16L 19s in commodities. It seems that this committee "required" the 
right to use this land, thus forcing Freeman to sell. The committee, in turn, granted Freeman parcels of land in 
Sandwich, in lieu of part of the money owed to Freeman. The committee also included Gorge Allen, John 
Vincent, Anthony Wright, Robert Botfish, and Richard Bourne. 


19 May 1648 Records 8:6 
William Newland married Rose Holloway. 
1649 16 April 1649 Records 8:8 


Mary Newland is born, as listed in the Sandwich registry. Given the date of her birth and her birthplace, she is 
probably the daughter of William and Rose. 


6 June 1649 Records 2:139 

Newland is listed as a surveyor for the highways of Sandwich, along with Peter Wright. 

7 June 1649 PCR:W & I 1: 175 

Newland is a witness to the proving of the will of George Allen the elder, of Sandwich, along with Ralph Allen. 
8 June 1649 Records 2:144 

Newland is listed as a committee member for the town of Sandwich, along with John Vincent. 

8 June 1649 PCR:W & I 1:171-3 


Newland, along with William Leveridg, was requested by Gorge Knot to serve as an auditor of Knot's estate 
upon his death. In this fashion, Newland took an inventory of Knot's estate, but with Edward Dillingham. There 
is also some discrepancy as to the date being in 1648 or 1649. 


1652 3 June 1652 Records 3:11 
The Court noted that "the cunstable of Sandwidge, by a warrant, is required to call vpon the leiftenant and 
William Newland, to traine the milletary companie of Sandwidge. If Newland refused, Peeter Wright was to 


have taken his place. This training was a part of the trouble with the Indians in Connecticut at the time (see 
Pierce's (91)). 


1653 6 April 1653 Records 3:26 
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Newland is fined for his absence as a deputy, along with Leift Wyate. 
1655 1 May 1655 Records 3:76 


In a case between Thomas Burgis and the town of Sandwich, concerning a controversy over property and herring 
rights, William Newland serves as the agent for Sandwich. 


1657 6 October 1657 Records 3:123 


Newland was sentenced by the Court to find surties for his good behavior, "for causing or incurraging Tho: 
Burgis to lett Christopher Holder, one of those called Quakers, to take a coppy of the Gounors warrant, which 
said warrant required the said holder and his ptener to appeer att Plymouth, and for promising to stand betwixt 
the said Burgis and any damage that should befall him in the abouesaid respect, and for calling of diuers psons 
together to his house to the said Quakers". Newland refused to find sureties for his behavior and was committed 
by the Court "to the custitie of the cheife marshall". 


1658 Newland is listed in a 1658 list of freemen, but is marked as being later removed. 
2 March 1657/1658 Records 3:130 


Newland is released and "sett att libertie" from his imprisonment for the above offense. Evidently, Newland paid 
a fine to be released. 


2 October 1658 Records 3:150 


The Court fined Newland "for neglecting to bring his daughters to the Court, according to a warrant directed to 
him for that end". 


3 December 1658 Records 3:154 


The Court required that Newland bring his two daughters to Court, "to answare for theire abuseing of the 
marshall, Barlow, in the execution of his office". This reference probably eludes to the events at the Court of 
October 6, 1657. 


Records 8:95 


The Court fined Newland nine pounds for attending Quaker meetings eighteen times; his wife was fined ten 
pounds for attending Quaker meetings twenty times and for entertaining John Copeland, a Quaker, fined nother 
five pounds. 


1659 1 March 1658/1659 Records 3:158 


The Court made a memorandum that "William Newland did say in Court, that Gorge Barlow brake vp his house 
in the night, wherby hee suffered much damage". Again, this probably eludes to the events surrounding the 
Court of October 6, 1657. Records 8:96 


For failing to bring his daughters to Court, Newland is fined forty shillings, twenty of which will go to George 
Barlow. See December 3, 1658 for further information concerning the case. Newland is also fined ten shillings 
for telling a lie, although there is no mention as to a case to which this refers. 


3 May 1659 Records 7:92 
George Barlow complained against Newland, in "an action of defamacon, to the damage of fifty pounds". This 


suit refers to the charge Newland made in the Court of March 1, 1658/1659. The Court found for Barlow and 
granted him five shillings damage and the cost of the suit. 
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7 June 1659 Records 3:167 


William Newland is set to be disenfranchised by the Court, along with Henery Howland, of Duxburrow, John 
Barnes, of Plymouth, and Richard Beare, of Marshfeild. 


6 October 1659 Records 3:173 


The Court required Gorge Barlow, marshall of Sandwich, to go to the homes of William Newland, Ralph Allin, 
and Nicolas Davis, and "to make serch in any pte of their houses, or in any the chists or trunkes of the abousd, or 
elswhere, for any such papers or writinges, and to returene such as they shall soe find, either to the Court, or 
gour, or some of the Assistants". 


Records 3:175-76 


At the same Court, a memorandum was given about a case concerning Newland "dealing in an vnder hand way 
with the Indians about paying for land", saying that further evidence be brought forward. Another memorandum 
states that Gorge Barlow attached a horse of William Newland's, before he gave notice to him. 


Lastly, and most importantly, Newland was disenfranchised of his freedom, along with John Barnes, Henery 
Howland, and Richard Beare (who did not appear at this Court). Newland and Howland were disenfranchised 
"for their being abettors and entertainers of Quakers, contrary to the aforsaid order". 


1660 8 June 1660 Records 8:99 
At this Court, the colony purchased a "mare and coult of William Newland", for the sum of 14 pounds. 
13 June 1660 Records 3:191 


At this Court, Newland testified that "a message was brought or sent to him by one from Elizabeth Freemen, that 
affeirmed that Jacob Burgis was drawne to testify that which hee did conserning Barlow, by Benjamin Nye, by 
feare, as threatened that incase hee would not attend Barlow in his occations against the Quakers, and soe to giue 
the present euidence, hee should not haue his daughter to wife". Newland's testimony obviously referred to the 
now longstanding feud between George Barlow and Quaker "sympathizers" such as Newland and Ralph Allin. 


2 October 1660 Records 3:200 


The Court fined William Newland and his wife ten shillings for attending Quaker meetings. John Newland and 
his wife were also fined for the same. 


Records 7:100 


Benjamin Nye complained against Newland, "in an action of defamation, to the damage of fifty pounds". Nye's 
complaint refers to Newland's charges made at the Court of June 13, 1660. The jury found for Nye to the 
damage of fifty shillings, unless Newland could bring forth Jacob Burgis to testify. Along with this verdict, on 
October 3, 1661, fifty shillings were arrested from the estate of Newland to satisfy the above damages. 


1661 5 February 1660/1661 Records 3:204 


Newland's servant, John Baddo, was presented at this Court for running away from his master and for taking a 
horse along with some other goods. The Court ordered that Baddo be returned to Newland and that his 
punishment would be a public whipping, "which accordingly was performed". Interestingly, at the same Court, 
George Barlow obtained a warrant to require the presence of John Newland, most of the Allin family, Richard 
Kerby, Jr. & Sr. and John Jenkins at Court "for theire tumultuouse carriages against the marshall and cunstable of 
Sandwich" when they arrested two Quakers. 


23 July 1661 Records 3:224 


http://www. histarch. illinois.edu/plymouth/NEWLAND2.htm 5/6 


2/21/2019 William Newland, of Sandwich, 1640-1675 


The Court fined Newland ten shillings for refusing to serve on a jury; the Court also fined him ten shillings for 
permitting Quakers to have a meeting in his house. 


1663 25 October 1663 PCR:W & I: 1:404 

In the inventory of the estate of Joane Swift, deceased, Newland is due an 
item worth 2s 4d. 

1664 1 March 1663/1664 Records 7:114 


Newland's name is mentioned in a case between Samuell Allin and John Barnes, in which Barnes claimed that 
"one of William Newlands daughters was with child and that shee layed it to three men . . . [one] was Samuell 
Allin". 


1665 May 1665 Records 4:87-88 


Whereas Newland stood in a debt of six score pounds sterling to the children of Josepth Holley, deceased, the 
Court saw that Newland had fulfilled his debt to the children and was absolved from being bound to the Court. 
For further detail, see entry. 


1675 [June 1675 Records 5:122 
Newland is listed as a surveyor of the highways for Sandwich, along with Thomas Gibbs. 
1690 No specific date Pierce's Colonial Lists (107) 


Pierce's notes that a William Newland served as a private soldier under Capt. Joseph Sylvester in "the expedition 
of 1690" concerning controversy over a land grant in Maine. We need to be suspicious of this reference. 
Although William Newland was obviously involved in military operations in and about Plymouth Colony, we 
need to remember that Newland came over on the 1623 founding voyage. 


Wheras by an order of Court all freemen of this corporation, as Quakers or such as are manifest 
encorragers of such and soe judged by the Court, or such as shall contemptuously speake of the 
lawes therof, or such as are judged by the Court grosly scandalouse, as lyers, drunkards, swearers, 
&c, they shall loose their freedom of this corporation. 


http://www. histarch. illinois.edu/plymouth/NEWLAND2.htm 6/6 


